Introduction
Early pregnancy loss occurs quite frequently; however, the reasons for it are usually unclear. It has been estimated that more than 30% of all known human pregnancy losses may be due to failure of the blastocyst to implant (Toder et al, 1991) . The process of implantation in mice involves intensive contact between trophoblast cells and the epithelial surface layer of the endometrium (Denker et al, 1989; Gossler, 1992; Denker, 1993) . Although it is generally agreed that such interactions are governed by adhesion mechanisms located at and outside the plasma membrane of the interacting cells, very little is known about the identity of the molecules involved in the process (Hyafil et al, 1981; Denker, 1993) . Adhesion molecules are cell surface receptors that are involved in cell-cell, cell-substrate or cell-soluble ligand binding (Springer, 1990;  Takeichi, 1990; Hynes, 1992) . It has been shown that several adhesion molecules are expressed and appear to play a role in early embryogenesis. These include E and cadherins (Nose and Takeichi, 1986; Vestweber et al, 1987; Ozawa, 1992) , integrins of the ß! and ß4 subfamilies (Ozawa et al, 1985; Denker, 1993) and embigin and neural cell adhesion molecule (N-CAM) of the immunoglobulin superfamily (Huang et al, 1990; Kimber et al, 1994 (Springer, 1990; Hynes, 1992 Kennedy, 1993; Hunt, 1994 (Fig. lb) . 
